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Abstract 
This article provides a detailed analysis of the limitations in the implementation of 

anti-corruption policy in the context of cross-border international development and 

cooperation between the public and private sectors. It examines weaknesses in 

international conventions, domestic law, prosecutorial cooperation and law 

enforcement that allow the commission of illegal crimes. As a result, 

recommendations are made, including legal development, contractual and 

technological development, joint management and administrative management, 

involving stakeholders and decision-making mechanisms in transnational 

development, especially in many countries, to improve the preservation of harmony. 
This study concludes that optimizing the protection of the health law ecosystem for 

specific contexts is important to strengthen the justice and equity of cooperation 

around the world.
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Introduction 
Since the construction of highways crossing international borders is enshrined in laws and regulations in many countries, it is 

the cause of criminal justice, including bribes and kickbacks when contracts are signed, as well as large investments during 

construction, illegal documents and theft of property. The intersection of public and private sector organizations and private 

actors. These corruption risks impact the economy and infrastructure alike and require a comprehensive legal framework that 
includes policymakers, laws, law enforcement, funders, contractors, communities and other stakeholders. 

Therefore, anti-corruption reforms have been implemented at national and international levels. Important international measures 

include the United Nations Convention Against Corruption, the OECD Anti-Bribery Convention and the World Bank Group 

sanctions regime. Important domestic laws include the US Foreign Corrupt Practices Act and the UK Bribery Act. However, 

there are limits to complying with these standards in cross-border projects. This paper aims to analyze weaknesses through case 

studies, data and expert perspectives and formulate pragmatic recommendations on enhancing anti-corruption compliance 

specifically for contemporary cross-border road construction projects through legal, contractual, technological and collaborative 

governance innovations. 

 

Literature review 
A substantial body of scholarship provides theoretical and empirical analyses of the prevalence, forms, causes and effects of 

corruption in infrastructure sectors, classifying corrupt practices across project development phases encompassing needs 

assessment, design, tendering, construction and operation (Kenny, 2007; Dulaimi et al, 2010) [1, 7]. Research examines anti-

corruption laws, conventions and enforcement strategies in both developed and developing country contexts, highlighting 

limitations in scope, implementation, business cooperation and international coordination (Heineman & Heimann, 2006; 

Hinchey, 2011) [5, 6]. 

Sectoral studies investigate corruption risks and anti- corruption efforts in domains like extractives (Fasterling & Demke, 2020) 
[3], healthcare (Mackey et al, 2018) [11] and transportation (Locatelli et al, 2017) [10]. Analyses reveal deficiencies in transparency, 

accountability and consistency in public infrastructure governance across nations enabling corruption, despite extensive formal 

rules (Kolstad & Wiig, 2009) [8]. Scholars advocate open contracting, technological systems and collaborative governance 

mechanisms for strengthening anti-corruption in infrastructure projects by enhancing monitoring, due diligence and social 

accountability (Mungiu-Pippidi, 2020) [12]. But empirical research on anti-corruption legal ecosystem innovations tailored for 

international road delivery remains limited. 
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Analytical framework 
This paper adopts an integrated analytical framework 

incorporating doctrinal analysis of anti-corruption 

regulations and cases, review of enforcement trends, 

comparative assessment of compliance systems and 

synthesizing multi-disciplinary perspectives to holistically 

examine limitations as well as potential innovations in anti- 

corruption laws, policies and practices specifically applicable 

to equitable and sustainable cross-border road construction 

projects across diverse institutional environments. 

 

Analysis 
International road construction spans complex intersections 

of public agencies, private developers, financial institutions 

and professional services firms based in multiple countries 

and legal jurisdictions. This presents challenges in 

monitoring the project cycle, which includes tendering, 

contracting, design, engineering, construction, quality 

control and payment phases, and includes criminal justice. 

Anti-corruption laws also aim to track different forms of 

crime beyond national borders and companies. 

For example, in the corruption scandal involving the Pan-

Asian Highway project, bribes first flowed to government 

officials through shell companies in tax havens (Gong, 2014) 
[4]. Despite the existence of international conventions and 

anti-foreign laws, the phenomenon of transnational 

corruption persists due to lack of resources, regulatory 

management and compliance. Domestic anti-corruption laws 

are still limited in terms of protection of journalists, clear 
statements and possible investigations (OECD, 2020) [13]. 

Developing the anti-corruption ecosystem requires integrated 

legal reforms, contractual standards, technological solutions 

and management of transnational cooperation: 

1. Anti-corruption laws should expand the scope and scope 

of the law while clarifying compliance (OECD, 2020) 
[13]. 

2. Road contracts should include anti-corruption 

commitments, procurement and payment transparency, 

audits and external monitoring (Ernst & Young, 2012) 
[2]. 

3. Improved due diligence, forensic audits, and data 

analysis through technology can detect suspicious 

activity (World Bank, 2020) [14]. 

4. Social care and coordinated management by various 

legal stakeholders can ensure checks and balances 

(Mungiu-Pippidi, 2020) [12]. 
5. International cooperation between law enforcement 

agencies, development banks, and contracting 

institutions focused on specific infrastructure projects 

can facilitate litigation prevention and coordination 

(Lindner, 2014) [9]. 

 

Conclusion 
This study shows that the optimization of certain elements, 

including the legal level, commitment, expertise and 

cooperation to prevent corruption laws, is necessary to 

improve justice and equity in the cross-border process. . 

Further research through multi-stakeholder collaboration 

could help develop an ecosystem-based approach to 

combating corruption in the global economy. 
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